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1 . I3 This communication is responsive to 4/26/2005 . 

2. The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-13. 15-18. 23-25 . 

3. The drawings filed on 08 April 2004 are accepted by the Examiner. 
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1. ^ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 
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International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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Paper No./Mail Date . 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

The following office action is in response to the previous correspondence mailed 
4/26/2005. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

1. Claims 1-13, 15-18, 23-25 are allowed. 

The allowability resides in the overall structure of the device as recited in 
independent claims 1, and 7 and at least in part because claims 1, and 7 recite, 
"when a part of the lock mechanism is pressed in a direction from the cover toward the 
lock mechanism through the operation portion". 

Further the allowability resides in the overall structure of the device as recited in 
independent claim 23 and at least in part because claim 23 recites, "the press portion is 
pressed in a direction from the cover toward the lock mechanism through the hole". 

The aforementioned limitations in combination with all remaining limitations of 
claims 1, 7, and 23 are believed to render said claims 1,7, and 23 and all claims 
dependent therefrom patentable over the art of record. 

The closest references to the present invention are believed to be Nobuchi et al. 
(US 6,125,040), Nakajima et al (US 5,808,861), and Bosy (6,394,300). With respect to 
claim 1 , Nobuchi et al. teaches the use of an electronic apparatus, comprising, a 
housing (2), a cover (4) detachably supported on the housing (Via hinges 6, the cover, if 
desired by the user, could be detached from the housing), a lock mechanism 
(Comprising 48, 50, 54, 34) which is covered with the cover (As illustrated in fig 5a, the 
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cover 4a covers the mechanism) and which locks the cover to the housing (As 
illustrated in fig 5a), and an operation portion (36) which allows access to the lock 
mechanism from the outside of the housing and the cover (As illustrated in fig 2), in 
order to unlock the cover from the housing. While Nobuchi et al. does teach that the 
operation portion is slid along the cover to operate the lock mechanism (and ultimately 
release the cover from the housing), Nobuchi et al. fails to teach that the lock 
mechanism is pressed in a direction from the cover toward the lock mechanism through 
the operation portion. 

With respect to claim 7, Nakajima et al. in view of Bosy meet the claim limitations 
of claim 7 as set forth in the previous office action, but as noted by the applicant, the 
cover is not released when the lock mechanism of Bosy (40) is pressed in a direction 
from the cover (Near 34) toward the lock mechanism (36) through the operation portion 
(34). 

With respect to claim 23, Nobuchi et al. teaches an electronic apparatus, 
comprising, a housing (2), a cover (4) detachably supported on the housing (Via hinges 
6, the cover, if desired by the user, could be detached from the housing), the cover 
including a hole (16a), and a lock mechanism (Comprising 48, 50, 54, 34) attached to 
an inner surface of the cover (4), the lock mechanism locking the cover to the housing 
at an engagement position (As illustrated in Fig 5a), the lock mechanism including a 
press portion (36) at a position corresponding to the hole of the cover. Nobuchi et al. 
fails to teach that the press portion is pressed in a direction from the cover (4) to toward 
the lock mechanism (Comprising 48, 50, 54, 34). 
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Response to Arguments 

The arguments filed 4/26/2005 by the applicant are moot in view of amended 
claims 1 , 7, and 23 being allowable over the current prior art of record. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Zachary M. Pape whose telephone number is 571-272- 
2201 . The examiner can normally be reached on Mon. - Thur. & every other Fri. 
(8:00am - 5:00pm). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lynn Feild can be reached at 571-272-2092. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Conclusion 





ZMP 
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